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Location: Lindell Lodge, Patterson Park 
 
1. Call to Order: Kimberly Clexton, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 6:37 PM. 
2. Roll Call 
    Present: Kimberly Clexton, Pat Deck, Armen Gulian, Nicholas Gwozdz, Alicia Klein, Lisa Kyle, Cheryl  
    Gauss, Barbara Miller, Anne Billiu, Laura Orme 
    City Forester: Brian Colter 
    City Council: Vikas Relan 
    Excused: Shellie Hansen, Carolyn Byrd 
    Guests:  None 
3. Approval of Minutes: May 4, 2022, Approved with correction to Alicia’s Klein’s name.  
    The motion to approve was made by Laura Orme, second by Lisa Kyle and approved 
    without objection. 
4. Chairperson’s Comments  
     Kim Clexton welcomed Cheryl Gauss to the Commission and thanked Alicia Klein for her efforts  
     chairing the Spring Perennial Exchange, the event was well attended and ran smoothly. 
5. Correspondence 
     Former Commissioner, Al Mazur, passed out Smart911 flyers and explained the benefits to residents 
     now that GPP has enhanced 9-1-1 Services; residents are encouraged to sign-up. 
6. Publicity 
     The Grosse Pointe News published two very nice articles, for the Arbor Day poster contest and the 
     spring perennial exchange. 
7. New Business 

a. Beautification Awards: Kim reviewed the nomination and selection process for the annual 
beautification awards. The deadline to submit nominations is July 15, nominations should be 
submitted timely to ensure Shellie has time to take photographs. She reminded commissioners that 
a “not eligible due to previous award” list is included in commissioner packets; commissioners were 
asked to limit previous winners within the past five years if possible. No businesses were awarded 
in 2021, commissioners should canvas the business districts for possible nominees; parklettes 
created during COVID are still eligible for awards. The Commission will review business, civic and 
century awards at the September meeting. 
b. Century Awards: will be included in this year’s awards. Brad is no longer on the Commission, 
as Co-Chair Laura has the experience to advise the commission for 2022. The maximum number of 
award winners is two. 

8. Forestry Report 
a. Tree Planting Donation: Brian worked with the Executive Director of the Grosse Pointe Farms 
and Garden Club, they are donating $35,000 to GPP and GPF, and $20,000 to GPC for their 90th 
Anniversary Commemorative Tree Planting – 90 Trees for 90 Years. In total the three Grosse 
Pointes will plant 90 trees; the City’s donation reflects its reduced size. Brian Colter reported that a 
variety of species will be planted and that there are planting sites identified. 
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b. Adopt-a-Garden: Nick Sizeland asked the Commission for preliminary input on a possible 
adopt-a-garden program. Due to the worker shortage the gardening staff is thin this year which is 
reflected in the condition of some of the gardens. Brian reported that the gardening crew is also 
responsible for the continued care of the 98 hanging baskets in the business districts. Pat explained 
the history of the Grosse Pointe Shores program lead by Helen Bai; Brian will contact her. Lisa 
stated the gardens should be inventoried and mapped if the project goes forward. 
c. Proposed Sustainability Category for Beautification Awards: Brian proposed that we add a 
sustainability category to our annual awards program, it ties in well with the Commission’s 
adoption of the former Sustainability Committee. Brian has a residential nominee in mind, a home 
on Trombley that uses geothermal energy. Brian will obtain additional information about the 
sustainable features of the home. 

9. Old Business 
a. Spring Perennial Exchange: Alicia Klein reported that the event went as planned; being setup 
inside was prudent and allowed us to quickly move inside for rain. She mentioned that Cheryl 
Gauss’ pots were very well received, commissioners would like to see pots again next year. 
Commissioners also suggested garden tool and book exchanges. 
b. BCSEM/KMB Update: Pat Deck reported that the Keep Michigan Beautiful 60th Year Celebration 
will take place on July 7-8 at the Historic Doherty Hotel in Clare, Michigan. A KMB rate at the hotel 
is available for a limited time so please make reservations as soon as possible; the KMB board 
meeting will be on Thursday afternoon. The KMB Celebration takes place on Friday; free breakfast 
and lunch are included. 

 
Adjournment  
Adjourned at 7:25 PM: A motion was made to adjourn by Anne Billiu, second by Pat Deck with all in 
favor. 
 


